
Simeon of Durham, Historia Regum 

 

"In the same year the pagans from the northern regions came with a 

naval force to Britain like stinging hornets and spread on all sides like 

fearful wolves, robbed, tore and slaughtered not only beasts of 

burden, sheep and oxen, but even priests and deacons, and 

companies of monks and nuns. And they came to the church of 

Lindisfarne, laid everything waste with grievous plundering, trampled 

the holy places with polluted steps, dug up the altars and seized all 

the treasures of the holy church. They killed some of the brothers, 

took some away with them in fetters, many they drove out, naked 

and loaded with insults, some they drowned in the sea..."  

 

Alcuin, Letter to Ethelred, King of Northumbria 

"Lo, it is nearly 350 years that we and our fathers have inhabited this 

most lovely land, and never before has such terror appeared in 

Britain as we have now suffered from a pagan race, nor was it 

thought that such an inroad from the sea could be made. Behold, the 

church of St. Cuthbert spattered with the blood of the priests of God, 

despoiled of all its ornaments; a place more venerable than all in 

Britain is given as a prey to pagan peoples."  

 


