
The Galapagos Islands are located in the Pacific Ocean, off the coast of Ecuador.  There are 13 

main islands and 8 minor islands in the group.  Their remoteness has meant that many species 

found on the islands are unique to the group and live there in isolation from the rest of the 

world.  This allowed Charles Darwin to make some very interesting observations and 

propositions based on what he saw in the Galapagos.



The Galapagos Islands lie within the equatorial 

zone (near the Equator) and are located on the 

Nazca tectonic plate. This is a perpetually moving 

piece of the earth's crust that is heading eastward 

over what is known as the Galapagos Hotspot. ... 

The Nazca and Cocos plates also meet the vast 

Pacific plate here to create a Triple Junction that 

means this area is rife with volcanic activity.



Viewed from space, the Galapagos Islands have been described as 

looking like pimples emerging from the surface of the Pacific Ocean.






