
 

Multiplication Tables 
The Importance of Times Tables Knowledge 

Knowing times tables facts is crucially important to your child’s progression in their 

mathematics education. Without a thorough understanding of multiplication and 

division facts, children frequently get ‘lost’ when it comes to do anything with 

fractions and any multiplication or division with larger numbers. Many mental maths 

activities and tests require a quick recall of multiplication and division facts. Children 

who are secure in their times tables knowledge are able to get to grips with trickier 

tasks straight away and are far more successful.  

It is worth explaining what we mean by ‘knowing’ times tables. A child who knows 

their times tables will be able to recall any of the multiples of a times table out of 

order within 3 seconds, as well as knowing the corresponding division facts i.e. 4 x 6 

= 24 as well as 24 ÷ 6 = 4. Learning multiplication facts and tables are most effective 

when there is collaboration with school, parents and children. In school, we regularly 

spend time learning times tables, but a child will be much more successful if they 

practise outside school independently and alongside parents.  

Times Tables Vocabulary  

Factor – One number is a factor of another if it divides or ‘goes into’ it exactly 

(without any left over, a remainder). E.g. 6 is a factor of 30 because it goes into it 5 

times, but is not a factor of 33 because after dividing there is a remainder of 3.  

Groups of/ lots of/ sets of – 3 groups of 5 are 15, 3 lots of 5 are 15, 3 sets of 5 are 15 

(3 x 5 = 15).  

Multiple - These are the numbers that you find in a times table. E.g. 20 is a multiple 

of 5, 4, 2 and 10 because it is found in all of those times tables. The multiples of 5 

are 5, 10, 15, 20 etc.  

Product - A product is the answer you get when you multiply two or more numbers 

together. E.g. the product of 3 and 4 is 12 (3 x 4 = 12).  

Prime – A prime number will only divide equally between 1 and itself e.g. 7, 11. The 

first ten prime numbers are: 2,3,5,7,11,13,17,19,23,29.  

Array – As shown, an array is a visual representation of multiplication. E.g. 3 rows of 

5 with 15 in total.  

 

 



 

 

Year 4 Multiplication tables check 

 
The purpose of the MTC is to determine whether year 4 pupils can fluently recall 
their multiplication tables. 

 
The MTC is focused on the fluent recall of multiplication facts. This is included in the 
national curriculum (2014) statutory programme of study for mathematics at Key 
Stage 1 and Key Stage 2. The national curriculum states, ‘By the end of year 4, 
pupils should have memorised their multiplication tables up to and including the 12 
multiplication table and show precision and fluency in their work’. 
The MTC will be delivered as an online, on-screen digital assessment and will take 
each pupil less than 5 minutes to complete.  
 
Please see the parent's guide below for more information and the links to games and 
other activities to support your child's preparation for the 
test.   https://blog.oxfordowl.co.uk/what-is-the-year-4-multiplication-tables-check/  

Games and activities to help prepare for the multiplication tables check:  

TT Rockstars  

Hit the Button  

Times Tables Games 

Snappy Maths  

Mathletics - Multiverse  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://blog.oxfordowl.co.uk/what-is-the-year-4-multiplication-tables-check/
https://ttrockstars.com/
https://www.topmarks.co.uk/maths-games/hit-the-button
https://www.timestables.co.uk/
http://www.snappymaths.com/multdiv/multdiv.htm
http://uk.mathletics.com/
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